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ENGLISHLANGUAGE

MAXMARKS-80 TIME-2HRS.

Donotcopythequestionswhilewritingtheanswers.

Attemptall5Questions.

NEATandTIDYworkneeded.

1.Writeacomposition(300-350words)onANYONEofthefollowingtopics:20

a)Writeanoriginalshortstorybeginningwith“Itwasinthemiddleofthe

forest…”.

b)“Failureteachessuccess”.Expressyourviewsfororagainstthisstatement.

c)Trafficjamsareacommonsightnow.Youalsomusthaveexperiencedit.

Describethescene,yourexperience,reactionofpeopleandthetrafficpolice

onduty.

d)Describe“Aterrifyingexperience”.Giveanaccountoftheexperiencein

details,whatledtoit,howitmadeyoufeelandhowithadchangedyourlife.

e)Studythepicturegivenbelow.Writeastoryordescriptionoraccountofwhat

itsuggeststoyou.Yourcompositionmaybeaboutthesubjectofthepicture

oryoumaytakesuggestionsfrom it;howevertheremustbeaclear

connectionbetweenthepictureandyourcomposition.

2.SelectANYONEofthefollowing:10

a)Imaginethattherehasbeenaburglaryinyourhouseandthatquiteafew

expensiveitemshavebeenburgled.WriteacomplainttotheOfficer-in-

chargeofthenearestpolicestationinyourareadescribingtheitemsthat

havebeenstolenandthecircumstancesoftheburglary.

b)Yourfriendwhostayedwithyouforafortnighthasleftbehindagiftforyou,

whichyouhavediscoveredafterherdeparture.Writealettertoher

expressingthanksandsurprise.Alsomentionhowusefulthegiftistoyou.



3.a)YouarethesecretaryoftheSocialActivitiesClubofyourschool.Theclubhas

decidedtolaunchacleanlinessdriveinaslum areanearyourschool.Writea

noticetobeputupontheschoolnoticeboardinformingthestudentsofClassX

aboutthedriveandurgethem tovolunteertheirnamesfortheprogramme.5

c)WriteanE-mailtotheprincipalofyourschoolrequestinghim tosendsome

teacherswiththisgroupofchildrentosupervisethisevent.5

4.Readthefollowingpassagecarefullyandanswerthequestionsthatfollow:

Localresidentshavegotfedupofferingmeliftsontheroadtoourhilltopbank

andpostoffice.AstheydriveupthesteeproadtoLandourinthirdgear,theysee

meploddingalongonfootandoutofgoodnessoftheirheartstopandopenthe

doorforme.AlthoughIhatetodisappointthem,Iclosethedoor,thankthem

profusely,andinsistthatIam enjoyingmywalk.Theydon’tbelievemenaturally;

butwithashrug,thedrivergetsintogearagainanddrivesoff,although

sometimestheyhavedifficultygettingstarted,thehillbeingverysteep.AsIdon’t

wishtoinsultthem byreachingthebankfirst,Isitontheparapetwallandmake

encouragingsoundsuntiltheyfinallytakeoff.ThenIrenewmyleisurelywalkup

thehill,takingnoteofthefactthatwildGeraniumsandPeriwinkleshavebegun

toflowerandthatthewhistlingthrushesarenestingundertheculvertoverwhich

thoseverycarspasseveryday.

Mostpeople,cardriversanyway,thinkIam alittleeccentric.Sobeit.Iam

probablyeccentric.ButhavingcometotheHimalayanfoothillsover25yearsago

inordertoenjoywalkingamongthem,Iam notabouttostopnow,justbecause

everyoneelsehasstoppedwalking.Thehillsaredurableintheirattractions,and

mylegshaveproveddurabletoo,sowhyshouldwenotcontinuetogetheras

before?

Thefriendswhowalkedbesidesme,likeGaneshwhooncetookphotographs

nowhavetheirshinynewcarsorspaciousvansandseldom emergefrom them

unlessitbetoseekrefreshmentatsomewaysideteashoporcafé.WhenIinvite

them towalkafewmeterswithme,theycomplainofbreathlessnessorof

twingesintheirhingesandrentsintheirligaments.

NowI’m nofitnessfreak.Idon’tjogeither.IfIdidIwouldalmostcertainlymiss

thelatestwildflowertoappearonthehillsideandIwouldnotbeabletostopa

whileandtalktootherpeopleontheroad…villagerswiththeirmilkand

vegetables,all-weatherpostmen,cheekyschoolchildren,inquisitivetourists…or

toexchangegreetingswithcats,straycowsandrunawaymules.Runawaymules

arefriendlycreaturesexcepttowardstheirowners.Ichattotheirownerstoo,

whentheycomecharginguptheroad.Itrytoputthem ingoodhumoursoasto

savethemulesfrom abeating;butmule-ownersaregenerallyshort-tempered

andwouldhavememindmyownbusiness.

MostofthepeopleIhavementionedarewalkersfrom necessity.Thosewho



walkforpleasuregrowfewerbytheday.Idon’tmeanlong-distancetrekkersor

highaltitudeclimbers,whoarealmostprofessionalintheirapproachtoroads

andmountains.Imeanpeoplesuchasmyselfwhoarenogreatathletesbutwho

enjoysaunteringthroughwoodsonafrostymorningorleavingthemainroadand

slitheringdownhillintoabedofferns,orfollowingamountainstream toreach

thesmallspringwhereitbegins…Butno…everyonemusthaveadestinationin

mind,forthisistheageofdestinations,beittheTajMahal,thecasinoatCannes,

orthepolarice-cap.Iglancedintoabestsellingbookofrecordstheotherday

andmyeyealightedonanentrywhichstatedthatsomebody’sgrandmotherhad

knittedascarfthatwasover20mileslong.Wherewasitgoing,Iwondered,and

whowouldbewearingit?Thebookdidn’tsay.Itwasjustanotherdestination,

another“first”toberecorded.

[adaptedfrom “MussoorieandLandourbyRuskinBond]

a)Givethemeaningsofthefollowingwordsasgiveninthepassage: 3

Onewordanswersorshortphraseswillbeaccepted.

i) plodding,ii)eccentric,iii)inquisitive

b)Answerthefollowingquestionsbrieflyinyourownwords:9

i) Whydoyouthinkthatthelocalresidentsstopandofferlifttothe

author?2

ii) Whydoesthewriternotstopwalking,eventhougheveryoneelsehas?

2

iii) Quotethelinewhichshowsthattheauthorishealthierthanhiscar-

owningfriends.1

iv) Whydoestheauthornotjog?2

v) Whatdoestheauthormeanbythe“ageofdestinations”? 2

c)Writeasummaryinnotmorethan50wordsdescribinghowthewriterenjoys

himselfwhilewalkingforpleasure.8

5.a.Fillineachofthenumberedblankswithcorrectform ofwordsgiveninthe

brackets.Donotcopythepassagebutwriteincorrectserialorderthewordor

phraseappropriatetotheblankspace:4

Thechildren___1__(sit)inaneatcircleand___2__(begin)___3___(copy)their

multiplicationtables.Most___4___(scratch)inthedirtwithstickstheyhad

____5__(bring)forthatpurpose.Themorefortunate__6__(has)slateboardsthat

they___7__(write)onwithsticks__8_(dip)inamixtureofmudandwater.

b.Fillintheblankswithappropriatewords:4

i)Decemberisthemonthwhenwintersets____.

ii)Hisspeechworked____themobintoafrenzy.



iii)Theclienthadfailedtomake_____thecaseproperly.

iv)Hecame____theappointedtime.

v)Iknewnothing_____athletics.

vi)Theyhidthemoney___thecarpet.

vii)Raviwasaccurate____hiscalculations.

viii)Sheisnotaware___thedanger.

c.Jointhefollowingsentencestomakeonecompletesentencewithoutusing

and,butorso.4

i) Theministerwaswise.Thekingdidnottrusthim.

ii) Theladyislaughing.Sheiswiththegroup.

iii) Hecamehome.Hebegantowork.

iv) Theclimbwasnotenjoyable.Itwasnoteasy.

d.Rewritethefollowingsentencesaccordingtotheinstructionsgivenaftereach.

Makeotherchangesthatmaybenecessary,butdonotchangethemeaning

ofeachsentence.8

i) Youwilllosemarksandyouwillbepunishedaswell.(Begin:Notonly…)

ii) Wemustrushorwewillbelateforthemovie.(Begin:If…)

iii) Thepolicemansaidtotheman,“Idobelieveyou”.(Begin:The

policemantold…)

iv) Thatwasthelongestweekendofmylife.(Use:longer)

v) Itisnevertoolatetostart.(Use:‘so’)

vi) Wehadnotevenwalkedonekilometerwhentheystoppedus.(Begin:

Hardly…)

vii) Assoonasthecurtaincamedowntheapplauserangout.(Begin:No

sooner)

viii) Studyhardoryouwillregretit.(Begin:Unless…)


