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1. Write a composition (400 – 450 words) on any one of the following topics:[20]
1. Narrate an experience when you became a hero by accident.
1. Write a short story entitled ‘A Little Knowledge is a Dangerous Thing’.
1. Destiny.
1. Describe any two of your favourite possessions explaining what each of them mean to you.

1. [bookmark: _GoBack]a) As a reporter you have visited a number of hospitals in your city. Write a newspaper  report within 300 words entitled ‘City Hospitals’ based on the following points:-[15]

Buildings and infrastructure – maintenance of the hospitals – quality of services – doctors – nursing staff – waiting period  for treatment – emergency facilities – other facilities  available – medical equipment – overall opinion.

b) Write a proposal within 150 words stating measures to organize a cleanliness drive in the vicinity of your school. 								[10]

1. a)  In each of the following items, sentence A is complete, but sentence B is not. Complete sentence B, making it as similar in meaning sentence A. Write down sentence B complete in each case.  								[5]
1. A. The piece of music is so difficult that neither I nor my sister could play.
B. The piece of music was too ________________________________________.
2. A. In the seventies, traffic conditions were not as bad as they are now. 
   B. Now____________________________________________________________.
      3. A. People say that figs are better for us than bananas.
    B. Figs ____________________________________________________________.
4. A. They haven’t written to us for ages.
    B. It _______________________________________________________________. 
5. A. A few historians wrote as interestingly as Jonathan.
    B. Jonathan _________________________________________________________. 

b) Fill in the blanks with the most appropriate word. 					[5]
i)  I am in need ____ honest advice.
ii)  There is an acute need ____ a fence around the garden.
iii)  He is negligent ____his work.
iv)  She was negligent ____ her duties.
v)  He is liable ____ suspension from service.
vi)  I am not liable ____ the debts incurred by my brother.
vii)  I could not keep ____ the pretence any longer.
viii)  Try to keep the child’s attention ____ the sweets.
ix)  Who is knocking ____ the door?
x)  The woman knocked ____ a vase with her stick.
1. Fill in each of the numbered blanks with the correct form of the word given in brackets. (Do not copy the passage. Write the answer in serial order). 			[5]
The courtiers of the king ____1____ (worry). They ____2____ (behead) if they did not come up with a solution for him. How would the king lose weight if he refused to eat less? An astrologer ____3____ (predict) that the king had only a month left to live. The king was worried. The astrologer was ____4____ (imprison) for a month so that his prediction could be tested. The king was so terrified that he hardly ____5____ (eat) and lost a lot of weight over the next month. The king ____6____ (astonish) to find himself slim and healthy. Then the astrologer told him that he ____7____ (be) really a doctor. By ____8____ (frighten) the king to death, he ____9____ (make) him eat less, and that ____10____ (cure) him.
1. Read carefully the passage given below and answer the questions (a), (b) and (c) that follow:
I have never forgotten the occasion when our Bishop paid us an unexpected visit. Well, he was my guest, so I had to be outwardly polite to him, but he was tactless enough to rake up the incidents of the old quarrel, and try to make out that there was something to be said for the way his side of the family had behaved; even if there was, my family did not do anything that was wrong.
I didn’t argue the matter. However, the next day I gave my cook a holiday to go and visit his aged parents. When the Bishop heard that I had sent away the cook on a holiday, he saw some hidden plan in the manoeuvre, and from that moment we were scarcely on speaking terms.
Then, to make matters more complicated, the river overflowed its banks, and the lower part of the house and all the outbuildings were submerged. Of course, I had been through something of the sort in previous floods, but never before had I had a houseful of goats and half-drowned hens, supplemented by a Bishop with whom I was hardly on speaking terms.
More embarrassments were to follow. I intimated to the Bishop that his large bedroom, with a writing table in it was his share of the premises; and that space was rather congested under existing circumstances. 
However, at about 3 o’ clock in the afternoon, he made a sudden incursion into the room that was normally the drawing room, but was now dining room and a storehouse. “There is a goat in my bedroom,” he observed. “Really,” I said, “another survivor? I thought all the other goats were done for.” “This particular goat is quite done for,” he said, “it is being devoured by a leopard at the present moment. That is why I left the room; some animals resent being watched while they are eating.”
It was an embarrassing predicament to have your only valuable guest room occupied by a leopard, the verandah choked up with goats and wet hens, and a Bishop with whom you were hardly on speaking terms planted down in your own sitting room.
There was some awkwardness from the fact that the Bishop wished to leave earlier than the leopard, and as the latter was lying in the midst of the former’s personal possessions, there was an obvious difficulty in altering the order of departure. I pointed out to the Bishop that a leopard’s habits are quite strange, and that it naturally preferred walking to wading; and that in any case a meal of an entire goat, washed down with tub-water, justified a certain amount of repose.
If I had guns fired to frighten the animal away, the Bishop suggested, it would have left the bedroom to come into the already overcrowded drawing room. Altogether it was rather a relief when they both left.
1. i)  Given below are four words. Find the words which have a similar meaning in the passage.										[3]
1.   action   2.crowded   3. changing
ii) For each of the words given below, write a sentence of at least ten words, using the word unchanged in form but with a different meaning from that which it carries in the passage. 									[3]
1. even	2. terms	3. banks 
1. Answer the following questions as briefly as possible in your own words: 	[6]
1. Why did the Bishop have a strained relationship with the narrator?
1. Why did the Bishop make a sudden incursion into the drawing room?
1. Give two reasons that prevented the Bishop from leaving the house before the departure of the leopard.
1. Summarise the impact of flood on the narrator’s life. Failure to keep within the word limit will be penalized. You are required to write your points in the form of a connected passage in about 100 words. 						[8]
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